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Address before the Sabbath School of South Wilbraham. 


Occasions like the present are always attended with the 
most interesting considerations. ‘They have nothing of the 
tumult of passion, nothing of those jarring elements which 
iningle more or less in every meeting, where the transaction 
of worldly affairs is the object of the assembly. They pos- 
sess an interest however, when rightly viewed, calculated to 
affect the heart as deeply, and prompt as forcibly to action, 
as the more splendid occasions which fill the world with 
noise and contention, and whose tendency is to destroy 
rather than promote the happiness of man. 

What assembly for mere worldly business, can bear a 
comparison with meetings like this ? Look at the occasion 
which annually calls the town together. What is it that oc- 
cupies their attention ? Simply the election of a few officers 
for a Season, and the transaction of other business proper in 
itself perhaps, but all embracing only one short year of this 
short and uncertain life, and then all is to be done over 
again. Yetevery man and boy must go—and go with as 
much eagerness as if eternity was at stake. But few if 
any are rational enough to send a thought half-way to God, 
while every faculty is awake, every moment is occupied with 
things the most trifling and of little moment even to this life. 

Vou. VI. No. 12. 34 
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But what I ask is all this which perishes with the using, 
when compared with the business which has this day cal- 
led us together ? Our business is with the souls of men, with 
man’s eternity of being, and all the mighty interests and 
consequences connected with such a destiny. ’ 

A single thought of this nature sinks into jnsignificance 
all the wealth and honour and pleasure, and business of this 
world, and elevates us to that exalted station God design- 
ed us to aspire after and obtain, not by exercising our cor- 
poreal powers or confining our attention to the belittling 
schemes of this contracted world, but by the contemplation 
of God and immortality. 

This is the common and appropriate business of the Sab- 
bath School. Here you rehearse the glories of the Deity. 
Here you contemplate the mighty achievements of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Here heaven with all its sweetness and mag- 
nificence is spread out before you, and all the relations of 
man with his Maker, and with his fellow man, and all the 
bearings and connexions of time with eternity are unfolded 
with ail the correctness and grandeur of celestial eloquence. 
Yes, here indeed, you are permitted to dive into that vol- 
ume which Sir William Jones, the most learned man that 
ever wrote in the English language declares, “ contains more 
true sublimity, more exquisite beauty, more pure morality, 
more important history and fewer strains of poetry and elo- 
quence, than could be collected within the same compass, 
from all other books that were ever written in any age or in 
any language.” 

Such is the object, and such the employment of the Sab- 
bath School. You therefore, who have supported this 
school the season past, have been aiming at the accomplish- 
ment of an object which infinitely outways not only the 
worldly transactions of a single town, but of states and em- 
pires ; which involve the expense of millions of treasuréand 
oceans of blood. 

Yet your business has beer. as tranquil as the summer eve- 
ning breeze, that gently waves the golden harvest and fans 
the brow of the laborer. Hn 

The parent may have been called to some sacrifices it is 
true. Your own convenience may have been given up ina 
few instances. You may have spent some time in reasoning 
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with a refractory child before you could induce him to go. 
You may have made a few additional exertions to provide 
suitable apparel, to assist them in getting their lessons, and 
to allow them time to prepare and go. What is all this 
when contrasted with the everlasting benefit you secure to 
your dear offspring. Let the case be as bad as the oppo- 
sers of Sabbath schools allege ; that parents cannot attend 
to every thing, and therefore something will be neglected. 
If so much time is given to the Sabbath school, the food 
and clothing of the family must be neglected or poorly and 
unseasonably prepared. Well what if it is? Is the meat 
ihat perishes of equal importance with the bread of eternal 
life? Is the clothing ofa day as precious as the robes which 
are made white in the blood of the Lamb ? Is the body of 
superior worth to the soul. If so, our Saviour must have 
been mistaken. A man can give something in exchange for 
his soul. 

But after all, the case supposed is an extreme one, sel- 
dom or neverhappening. That parent who is most solici- 
tous for the eternal welfare of his child, is of all parents the 
least likely to neglect the child in any shape. ‘The clearer 
he sees the relations of the child to God and eternity, the 
more precious that child, and the more weighty he feels to 
be his own responsibility and watches of course, with a livé- 
lier interest over every want and circumstance of the child. 
He regards to be sure, his temporal concerns as subordinate 
to his eternal. So cemmon sense and the nature of things 
as well as the Spirit of inspiration teach him. 

While a large share of parents if we judge from their con- 
versation and the whole appearance of their domestic econo- 
my, perfectly invert the order of nature in regard to the 
treatment of their offspring. ‘They pay supreme attention 
to what is of the least importance. What is that delicate 
countenance, that brilliant eye, or that sprightly form ? In- 
spiration has said of the whole, “ dust thou art and unto 
dust thou shalt return.” Ali the tender assiduity of a pa- 
rent can never stop the ravages of disease and death. Why, 
then should there be such undivided and untiring attention 
given to the frail tenement of clay, while the dear immortul 
inbabitant of that tenement is left forlorn and forgotten. 
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Every animal requires for its sustenance that kind of ali- 
ment which is appropriate and congenial to its nature. One 
selects the grass of the field ;-ancther the wild fruit of the 
forest ; athird class sustains life by praying on inferior ani- 
mals. Our animal life is supported by the food that per- 
ishes, for a season. But the mind is spiritual and imperish- 
able. Jt can be sustained therefore, only by that which is 
spiritual and imperishable. 

That God then, who is spiritual and imperishable—thai 
heaven which is spiritual amd imperishable—and that reli- 
gion which is spiritual and imperishable, is the only appro- 


priate food for the soul of the child, as well as the soul of 


the man. What then shail we say of the parent who is 
more solicitous for the temporal than for the eternal welfare 
of those little ones whom the father of mercies has commit- 
ted to him to train up for immortality. What sball we say 
of the parent who apparently never can do enough for the bo- 
dy, while he does nothing for the soul. Whenhe knows it is 
in darkness, never takes the pains of pointing it to the light 
of the world ; when he Knows itis infeeted with the malady 
of sin, never points to the balm of Gilead or the Physician 
there ; who never teaches him his helpless state without the 
merits of a Saviour or to tisp that Saviour’s name in prayer, 
or tells him the story of his sufferings and death to fortify 
his little mind against the approach of the king of terrors, 
the most terrific subject that ever enters the mind of a child 
uninstructed and therefore unfortified. I repeat it, what 
shall we say ofa parent who never opens his mouth on sub- 
jects like this or sends his children where others may. 
Vhat shall we say of him. But I forbear to press the sub- 
ject, hoping there is none here to whom it will apply. 

But you to whom these children, perhaps the children 
of such parents have been committed for religious instruc- 
tion, see at once what devolves on you. You see the re- 
sponsibil.ty and the arduousness of such a charge. Yon 
see the mighty consequences that will follow a lax or faithful 
discharge of yourduty. You see that you have had to deal 
with immortal spirits, that you have emphatically acted for 
eternity. But as the season is gone by, you can only review 
the past and derive lessons for the future. You too have 
made sacrifices of time, of convenience of feelings doubiless, 
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Sut I doubt not that in such labors of love your benevo- 
lent feelings have been gratified. The mutual affection of 
a teacher and pupil has sprung up in many a bosom and 
spread a charm over the exercises, which this day nor the 
cold frosts of winter will not destroy. Let the spring time 
witness you at your posts, enlarge and perfect the system, 
until the influence of the Sabbath school shall be felt in every 
family. -Indeed every parish ought to be so regulated as to 
exhibit the grand features of one great school for religious 
improvement. The reason for such an arrangement is 
threefold. ‘The importance of the subject, the almost unac- 
countable reluctance men have to engage in it, and the ne- 
cessity of mutual instruction, or the impracticability of hav- 
ing a sufficient number of teachers who should make it their 
business. It would be impossible to pay the teachers of a 
single Sabbath school like this. 

But jet there be a readiness in every class to teach or as- 
sist as far as each is competent, which by the way, is the 
fundamental principle of every well regulated system of in- 
struction. Let the lad ef little experiehce teach what he 
knows to those below him. Let the youth teach the lads, 
Let the man of mature years teach the youth. Let the ad- 
vanced christian teach the young convert. Let the pastor 
teach the advanced christian, in the private circle superin- 
tend the various grades below him, and instruct the whole 
together on the Sabbath. The happy consequences of some 
such system of religious instruction judiciously executed are 


incalculable. They are too obvious and numerous to be re- 
peated here. Your. imaginations wi!! easily fill up the pic- 
ture. And permit me to say also, let your exertions form 


the reality as far, at least as Sabbath Schools can effect it. 
Every scholar that is absent should be called upon during 
the week, and the excuse ascertained or the difficulty obvia- 
ted ; every family that sends a scholar, should be visited and 
be made to take a deep interest in the school if possible. 
The exercises of the school should be rendered pleasant to 
the scholar if practicable. ‘The principle of imitation and 
inquisitiveness so strong in the child, may be turned to a 
good account. Various other are the directions which 
might be mentioned, but your experience and observation 
have’ probably anticipated me. You know too much also 
34 
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402 Sabbath School Address. 


of the benefit of Sabbath schools to need any particular 
specification of the instances of their utility. I will just ob- 
serve however, that some of the most distinguished ministers 
of the age, received their first serious impressions at a Sab- 
bath school. It is said that this is the fact in respect to a 
large proportion of the clergymen of Great Britain who are 
under forty. ‘The same is said of the missionaries. But we 
need not go abroad,—almost all the teachers of the former 
Sabbath schools here, with almost all the larger scholars 
have since become hopefully pious. ‘This speaks volumes 
ina voice like thunder—be not weary in well doing, for in 
due time ye shall reap if ye faint not. 

You who sustain the character of scholars, if you have 
listened to what has been said, you can understand the noble 
object of the Sabbath school. That it is designed to in- 
struct you in what the blessed God has said of himself and 
eternity, and of yourselves as sinners against the dear Redeem- 
er. You have seen that it is designed to bring down to your 
comprehension all the great duties of religion; how much 
God is offended_ with wicked children, how miserable will 
be their death, and after that shut up in everlasting darkness : 
hew he delights in good and obedient children, and will re- 

ive them when they die into a place of happiness, where 
there shall be no more pain, or sorrow, or sickness, or 
death. 

You see too what exertions your kind parents have made 
_ to enable you to attend such a delightful place asa Sabbath 
school, and how much your teachers have given up what 
they wanted to do for themselves, that tuey might instruct 
you. Now the good scholar has in a great measure paid 
his parents and teacher for all they have done, he has pleas- 
ed them so much. But what shall we say of the bad scho- 
lar? The one who did not love to go to a Sabbath school 
once a week; who did not get his lesson well ; and who 
did net behave like a little gentleman or lady. Such have 
not only offended and grieved his parents and teacher but 
the great God, and ought to beg forgiveness of them all. 
But as the school now closes, and as we shall die soon, per- 
haps you will never live to see another Sabbath school. 
Mow sad a thing it would be, if it should happen that you 
behaved iraproperly at the Jast Sabbath school you were to 
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attend. Perhaps the teacher whose patience you tried so 
auch will die, and you will see him no more, and can never 
acknowledge your fault and beg his pardon. O if you 
should live I know you would conduct better for the future. 
Only think how many little children have no Sabbath 
schools, no little books, no kind teachers, no bibles or Sab- 
bath days. O there is more than enough to fill the meeting- 
house! yes, more than enough to fill every house in town 3 who 
have none of these precious things, or any father or mother 
to feed, and clothe, and instruct them. But it is not so with 
you. You have every good thing. And it is the blessed 
God that gives all to you. O how can you offend him then 
by being wicked children, by refusing to learn his holy werd, 
and the little hymns. You willnot any moreItrust. I shall 
expect, if you live, to hear that all who are now present, at 
least, will continue to improve the privileges of the Sabbath 
school the next year. 

Expecting never more to assist in your instruction, I bid 
you an aflectionate farewel. H. S$. 
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LECTURES ON THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS. 
LECTURE I1I.—Continued. 
CHRISTIAN AT THE INTERPRETER’S HOUSE.—AT THE CROSS. 
The next sight which Christian was brought to see, was 


two children, named Passion and Patience. 
James. I have read about them, sir, in one of our re- 


ward books, called Early Piety. Have not you Benjamin? — 


Ben. Yes; it says that Passion was greedy and covetous, 
and wanted every thing at ence, in the present time; but 
Patienee was quiet and contented, anc willing to- wait, for he 
was promised greater and better things hereafter: and Pas- 
sion soon spent all he had, and came to poverty and rags ; 
but Patience had treasures for ever. 

Tea. Iam glad you remember this; and I pray God 
to write on your hearts, that those who are “men of the 
world, who have their portion in this life,” are indeed mise- 
rably off. While those who live by faith, and set their hope 
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on eternal things, are truly happy, even under outward cir- 
cumstances of ever so trying a nature: those who have their 
portion on earth are to be pitied, because they are going 
from it ; but those whose portion is in heaven are happy, be- 
cause they are going te it. 

Nat: I like very much to hear about these pictures. 
Did Christian see any more? 

Tea. Yes; the next was a fire, and one standing by 
casting water upon it to put it out, but it still burned higher 
and hotter; for there was One, though out of sight, who 
secretly supplied it with oil, which caused it to blaze, not- 
withstanding all the endeavours of the other to quench it. 
This fire represents the work of grace begun upon the heart 
of the believer; afflictions, and temptations, and persecu- 
tions, are like water thrown upon it to extinguish (or put out) 
the fire; but the grace of Christ continually supplied, keeps 
it still alive, and causes it to burn stronger and brighter in 
spite of all opposition, and to endure even to the end. This 
is according to many passages of Scripture, especially the 
following, which you will do well to look out. Phil. i. 6. 
John iv. 14. 1 Pet. i. 23. 2 Cor. xii. 7—10. Heb. ii. 17,18. 

The next was the representation of a stately palace, 
beautiful to behold, where were persons clothed in gold, 
enjoying all manner of glory; many were round the door, 
as if desirous to enter, but they durst not; for men in ar- 
mour stood round opposing those who would enter, and re- 
solved to do them all the mischief they could. But one 
came with a stout countenance, and having set down his 
name, he rushed boldly through all opposition, and made 
his way to the palace. This teaches us that the way to 
heaven is through much tribulation; and that, especially in 
times of persecution, it requires much holy courage to con- 
tinue steadfast in the faith: this was particularly the case in 
Mr. Bunyan’s days. But there were some noble spirits (and 
he himself was one of the number) who, armed with “ the 
sword of the Spirit, and the helmet of salvation,” (Eph. vi. 
17.) cut their way through them all; and though they re- 
ceived many wounds, the hope of eternal glory inspired them 
with holy courage, knowing that, if they persevered, they 
would come off more than conquerors through him that lov- 
edthem. When we think of the sufferings which such holy 
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men as these cheerfully underwent, for the sake of Christ 
and his Gospel, we must be cowards indeed, if we turn 
aside from his way, because wicked men sneer or ridicule, 
or call us by hard names. As this represented the happi- 
ness of perseverance, the next shews the misery of apostacy. 
It was a man who, having made a profession of religion, af- 
terwards, because of persecution or worldly temptation, 
turned aside to the ways of sin, and now was shut up in an 
iron cage of despair. Such characters, and their awful state, 
are set forth in the following passages of Scripture, whictt 
you had better look to at your leisure. Matt. vii. 21. Luke 
vill. 13.3 xi. 24—26. Heb. vi. 4—8.3 x. 26, 27, 29. 
Then said the Interpreter to Christian, ‘ Let this be remem- 
bested by thee, and be an everlasting caution to thee.’ 

‘Well,’ said Christian, ‘this is fearful! God help me to 
watch ‘and be sober, and to pray that I may shun the cause 
of this man’s misery.’ Let this prayer, my dear lads, be 
ours also. ‘The last thing that Christian saw at the house 
of the Interpreter, was a solemn representation of the last 
judgment, and the terrors of one on whom it burst, unpre- 
pared. Oh, if the day of judgment should come, and find 
us not ready for it! Read the awful description of the solemn 
seene, as we have it in the thirteenth and twenty-fifth chap- 
ters of Matthew, and tie sixth and twentieth chapters of 
Revelations; and realize the thought, that every one of us 
must there appear, not merely as spectators, but as those 
who must stand before the judgment seat of Christ, to give 
an account of the deeds done in the body, whether. they be 
good or bad. ‘The Lord grant unto us, that we may each 
find mercy of the Lord in that day! 

A fter this, Christian proceeded on his way, greatly re- 
fresbed and instructed by what he had seen at the house of 
the Interpreter, according to the saying of our Lord, “ Sanctify 
them through thy trath; thy words are truth.” 

As he went along, he sang in homely verse : 


‘ Here I have seen things rare and profitable, 
Things pleasant, dreadful, things to make me stable 
In what I have begun to take in hand: 

Then let me think « on them, and understand 
Wherefore they shew’d me were; and let me be 
« Thankful, O good Interpreter, to thee,’ 
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Now the way that Christian went was an highway, and 
fenced on each side with a wall, which was called salvation. 
Up this way did the burdened Christian run, but not with- 
out great difficulty, because of the load on his back. » 

James. I don’t well understand this part, sir, will you 
please to explain it tome. If Christian had the burden of 
sin upon him, how could he be in the way of salvation ? 

‘Tea. Christian was indeed in the highway of holiness, 
and secured by the walls of salvation, yet from his imperfect 
knowledge of the gospel, his mind was still burdened with a 

toad of sin and guilt. Nor isthis an uncommon case. Un- 
convinced sinners are always ina state of danger, though 
they do not perceive it; and trembling penitents are often 
-brought into a state of safety long before they are aware of it. 

But the time was now approaching when Christian was 
to be eased of his burden ; for as he ascendeda steep hill, he 
eame in view of across; and a little below wasa sepulchre ; 
and just as he came up to the cross, his load fell off from his 
shoulder’s, rolled into the sepulchre, and was seen no more. 
This is intended to represent to us, that a believing view of 
Christ’s death upon the cross as an atonement for our sins, 
relieves us from their burden. I will mention a few texts, 
which will help you to understand this. You can look 
them out at your leisure. Isa. xlv,22. John iii. 14—16. 
Rom. v.1,11. viii. 34. 1 Cor. xv. 56,57. Ephes. ii. 
13, 16. Heb. xii. 24. 

At this happy release, Christian, as you may well sup- 
pose, was lightsome and glad at heart, and said, ‘ He hath 
given me rest by his sorrow, and life by his death!? Then 
he stood awhile to look and wonder; and the tears of love 
and gratitude ran down his cheeks. He looked on Him 
whom he had pierced, and mourned. He looked on his 
own happy deliverance, and rejoiced. His heart melted 
under asense of forgiving love, and as a modern poet has 
expressed it, he 





‘ Wept tears of joy, and burst into a song.”’ 


Ben. Poor Christian! now he was happy indeed! | 
suppose he went on his way rejoicing. 
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Pilgrim’s Progress. 407 

Tra. He had yet farther privileges to enjoy at that 
highly favoured spot; for we are told, that as he stood 
weeping, three shining ones came to him and saluted him, 
saying, “ Peace betothee.” The first said unto him, “ Thy 
sins are forgiven thee.”? The second stripped him of his 
rags. and clothed him with change of raiment; and the third 
set a mark on his forehead, and gave him a roll with a seal 
upon it. 

James. And what does all this mean, sir? Were they an- 
gels who came to him ? 

Tra. This is a part not very easy to explain in common 
language. Certainly we are not to suppose that they were 
angels; for the words they addressed to Christian conferred 
blessings which angels could not impart. ‘The passage 
seems rather to denote the manifestation of God himself to 
the renewed soul $ and to represent the part which each per- 
son of the glorious Trinity performs in the application ef 
redemption. God the Father speaking to the soul the par- 
don of sin, and peace through the blood of Christ. God 
the Son clothing it in the robe of his perfect righteousness ; 
and God the Spirit witnessing with the believer’s spirit, that 
it has passed from death unto life, and shall never come into 
condemnation. On this passage I will only caution you 
against imagining any thing like an appearance or bodily 
representation ; and refer you to some passages of Scripture 
which I would have you carefully read. They expressly 
refer to the part of christian experience here described. 
May it be our privilege to realize them in our own souls ; 
and then, though the ungodly world may ridicule and deride, 
we shall enjoy peace and ha appiness, that the world can nei- 
ther give nor take away. The Scriptures referred to were 
Psalm xxxv. 3. where David prays that God would say 
unto his soul,“ Iam thy salvation 3” Johnxiv. 21, 23. Rev. 
iii. 20. 1 John i. 3. where intimate communion with God 
is spoken of as the privilege of true Christians ; Isa. xii. 1, 
2. xliii. 25. xliv. 22. Jer. 1. 20. where the blessed God is 
spoken of as manifesting to the soul his pardoning love ; 
Isa. Ixi. 10. Rev. iii. 18. 1 Cor.i. 30. Phil. ili. 9, 10. where 
the Redeemer is represented as preparing and imparting the 
glorious robe of righteousness, “ which is unto all and upon 
ali them that believe.” And, Rom. viii. 16, 17, 2 Cor. i 
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21, 22, v. 5. Eph. i. 14. 1 John iii. 1, 2 5 which describe 
believers receiving the Holy Spirit as the witness, the earn- 
est, the seal of their future salvation. 
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FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


OBITUARY OF ANN W**#**, 


Who died at E. H. in this State, in April last, in the 19th 
year of her age. 


Tis amiable and lovely youth was one of those whose 
lot it is to be separated from their parents in early life, and 
placed under the care of others to be brought up. In the 
family where she had been placed, she continued to live, till 
she had completed her eigteenth year ; and till within about 
four years previous to her death, she was so situated in res- 
pect to her parents and their other childr en, that she could 
occasionally visit them. This was to her a source of satis- 
faction. Poverty does not destroy filial affection, though it 
often occasions the separation of children from their parents. 
She retained this affection, and delighted to go home and 
mingle in the joys and sorrows of brothers and sisters, and 
share with them the affection of those earthly parents whom 
they loved. 

In the course of events in this changing world, it was at 
length so ordered, that her parents with their other children, 
removed into a remote part of the State of New-York. She 
remained behind, secretly cherishing the intention, that after 
her term of service had expired, she should go on to live 
with them. From the time, at which her parents removed, 
she had no other home, than the family in which she lived ; 
here she enjoyed the advantages common for those in her 
situation, and however many were her trials, she had no 
one to unbosom her sorrows to. For aught that appeared, 
she wes contented, cheerful, and happy. Her disposition 
was naturally mild and amiable, and she was admirably fit- 
ted to yield obedience without complaining, yet there was 
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pothing in her character or situation, whieh attracted parti- 
cular notice, till her last sickness. She was known in the 
neighbourhood, as a pleasant girl. 

In the spring of 1823, about the time when she began to 
act for herself, and to feel that she must provide for her own 
support in life, symptoms of a pulmonary affection first 
made their appearance: they were, at this period, by no 


means alarming, and were thought little of by herself or oth-. 


ers. As she had nothing beyond her own health on which 
to depend for a living, she was loth to relinquish active ser- 
vice, so long as it were possible to maintain it. Hence she 
concealed her weakness and the progress of disease in her 
case, and made special exertion to go forward in service, till 
her constitution sunk under it, and her case was regarded as 
alarming. 

She was now thrown into circumstances peculiarly trying : 
her friends at a distance; her health gone; herself a diffi- 
dent and modest female; without a home; without claim 
on her acquaintance; without means of support; entirely 
dependent on individual and public charity. In these cir- 
cumstances the sympathy of many hearts was excited to- 
wards her. Nearly every wife and every mother in the 
neighbourhood felt compassion, and kindly invited her, in 
succession, to spend a few weeks in their respective families, 
ia hope that by good nursing she might be restored to health. 
in this manner she passed several months, during which it 
was evident that her disease progressed, and at length it was 
decided that she must remain in some one family, and be 
provided for at the public expense. She was accordingly 
placed in a christian family, where she continued through 
the remainder of her sickness, and received the kindest at- 
tentions, and where she will long be held in affectionate re- 
membrance. 

What we regarded with the deepest interest in this youth, 
from the beginning of her illness, was her religious state, and 
her preparation for the hour of exchanging worlds. At first 
she seemed to be indifferent on these subjects: though in 
circumstances truly afflictive, yet she was a stranger to reli- 
gion, and had no God to whose throne of grace she was ac- 
customed to repair. Her sources of enjoyment were all in 


the worid, aad these were now failing her! The clergymen 
“Vou. VI. 35 
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in the place, on learning her situation, visited her, and cot- 
tiued to visit her from week to week: they prayed with her, 
and gave her such religious instruction as was adapted to 
her good : she received it kindly, but without any apparent 
increase of religious sensibility. ‘Though rationally convin- 
ced that she was a sinner, and that she was in no respect 
prepared to die, still she did not feel her condition, nor real- 
_ jse the necessity of repentance, nor seek in earnest the sal- 
vation of her soul. 

About this time, it pleased God to begin a work of grace 
in the town, and one young lady in the neighbourhood be- 
came a hopeful subject of renewing grace. In a few days, 
the work greatly extended—religious meetings were increas- 
ed in number, and thronged with solemn worshippers. The 
sick youth, of whom we are now speaking, began to reflect 
on the privileges she once enjeyed, when she had health, 
and she sighed for returning health, that she might again 
enjoy those privileges : but for this she felt that she had lit- 
tle or no reason to hope. Hence she began to think seri- 
ously about her own religious state ;—the more she thought, 
the more she felt her sinfulness and her need of Christ.— 
Her religious impressions soon became deep and pungent ; 
she passed anxious days and sleepless nights in anguish of 
spirit ; slain by the law of God, groaning under sin in ap- 
prehension of approaching ruin, and crying to God for mer- 
cy. Some time in the latter part of December, she seemed 
to experience comfort in her soul, and hopefully submitted 
to Christ. Her mind now became tranquil, and she appear- 
ed sweetly resigned to all the circumstances of her sickness, 
and seemed to let go her hold on life, and seek merely a 
meetness for heaven. Wer strength gradually wasted from 
day to day, yet she enjoyed continually the free and full ex- 
ercise of her reason, and her whole attention was upon di- 
vine things. The Bible now became her treasure,—its 
truths were new; they were precious to her soul: she de- 
lighted in pray er ; in singing God’s praises, in seeing his 
people, and in hearing them converse ; and she felt a tender 
concern for those she conceived out of Christ. A clergy- 
man who visited her almost daily, fearing lest she might 
place too much dependence oy his prayers or instructions, 
Observed that he was only an instrument in the hands of 
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God, and that she must not depend on him! Oh no, was 
her reply, Christ is all my dependence and all my hope ; 
through the merits of his blood I seek for salvation ; it is all 
of grace, not of works! So long as she was able, she was 
wont to read more or less daily, and occasionally she at- 
tempted to write, sometimes in transcribing favourite hymns, 
and sometimes in putting her ewn thoughts on paper. At 
this period, she spoke often of her absent friends, and the 
following extract from a letter she wrote to her mother in 
the early part of January, exhibit the tenderness of her a‘- 
fection for them. 


‘* DEAR MOTHER, 

“JT have been ina declining state of health, since last 
spring. I caught a hard cold in April, and it seated upon 
my lungs. Qn the 4th day of September 1 was taken down 
by raising blood, never to rise any more. It is thought by 
all to be the consumption, which will soon end my days: 
but it is all right; my bed of sickness has been a blessing to 
me, and I hope that when these lines reach you they will 
have a good effect on you. Oh my dear mother, I thought 
often of you before I was confined to my bed, but it appear- 
ed as though. you had forgotten me, I heard from you so 
rarely. When I retired to rest, I had time to think of you: 
many nights has my pillow been wet with tears; many a 
sleepless hour and restless night have I spent in thinking of 
you 5 but now my thoughts are turned. Instead of earthly 
friends, I think more of my God and Saviour. He has 
been nerciful to me: I think I have made my peace with 
God; I feel as if I could submit myself to his will. My 
trials and pains have been greater than any one in this 
world knows of, but I can cheerfully submit. I am now 
helped by the town. Ihave a good place, and am at the 
house of Mr. C. Mrs. C. is very kind te me. If 1 were 
with you, my dear mother, there could be no better care ta- 
ken of me. ‘Though without an earthly parent to soothe my 
aching heart, f am not without friends ; no, all are befriend- 
ing me, all are contributing to my comfort. I have no ex- 
pectation of ever seeing you again in this world, but I hope 
we shall meet in the world to come.” 

_In the same letter, addressing her sisters, she thus writes : 
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* If there is any one of you, my dear sisters, that has not 
found a Saviour, do begin to seek 5 do not postpone repent- 
ance; you know not how soon you may be called hence, to 
be here no more! Qh fly to the Saviour for refuge, and he 
will have mercy on you.” 

In the concluding part of the letter, in prospect of the 
hour of dissolution, she thus writes: “Oh, must I be doom- 
ed to die in a far country, without one near friend to follow 
me to my cold and silent grave. May I be enabled to walle 
fearlessly through the dark valley of the shadow of death, 
and arrive at the holy hill of Zion. There the Saviour 
stands, with his arms extended, ready to save all who love 
and put their trust in him. Therefore I entreat you, my 
dear mother, to put your trust in the Lord, and commit 
your children to his care; then you will be ready to say: 


apa BSR ms 


‘ Jesus, to thy dear faithful hand, 
My naked soul I trust; 

And ready stand, at thy command 

To sink into the dust.’ 


“Oh my dear mother, 


‘Tis religion that can give 
Sweetest pleasures while we live; ; 
Tis religion must supply 

Solid comfort when we die.’ 


A. W.” 





In the latter part of the month of January, she mani- 
fested a strong desire to enter into covenant with God. At 
this time, she had no hope of ever being able to leave her 
room. All her christian friends had charity for her; she. 
seemed to be fast ripening for heaven, and to have only a 
few days to remain on the earth. It was thought proper to 
comply with her request: accordingly the ordinance of bap- 
tism was administered to her, and the ordinance of the sup- 
per celebrated in accommodation to her wishes, greatly ta 
the comfort of her soul. It was a tender and affecting sea- 
son to the few christian friends present ! , * 

It was worthy of remark to behold the love of God in his 
care over this youth. Her case excited a general sympathy, 
and every one seemed to be interested for her’ Many call- 
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ed to see, and all were forward to send in, those little nice- 
tics which are known to be required’ in sickness. It was 
remarked by christian friends, that very few, in the common 
walks of life, were so abundantly supplied with every thing 
that could alleviate her sufferings. 

The revival of religion, which commenced in the place 
in the former part of December, greatly extended during the 
months of January, February, and March. Many young 
people became hopeful subjects of grace, and in several in- 
stances their religious impressions were greatly increased by 
visiting this youth and witnessing the wonderful change in 
her character. Hopeful converts delighted to call and min- 

le with herin the consolations of Christ. She continued to 

enjoy the light of God’s countenance for most of the time, 
during these months, and was deeply interested in the pro- 
eress of the revival in the place. She felt too unworthy of 
the favours she received, and at times was almost overcome 
with a sense of divine goodness, in providing so wonderfully 
for her. Her emaciated form and ghastly appearance, ad- 
monished all who saw her, that the hour of her departure 
was at hand. She often spoke of death as near, and even 
expressed a desire to depart, but still said she could patient- 
ly wait God’s time. At her request, her grave clothes were 
prepared by a young lady in the family, who spent much 
time with her, and laid by, while she remained in daily ex- 
pectation of her change. The physician, who resided near, 
saw her often, to whom she felt under great obligations of 
gratitude for his kind attentions. In the month of March, 
for nearly two weeks, her mind was in darkness; she was 
harassed with doubts and distrust, and greatly afraid her 
hope was not well founded: yet in this time the evidences 
of her good estate were not really diminished in the opinien 
of her pastor, who visited her almost daily, and who often 
presented considerations to guard her against self-deception. 
lor more than a week before her death, her mind was relie- 
ved from this state of fear, during which time she enjoyed 
an heavenly frame, and in feeling and mental purity she 
seemed to be almost a glorified spirit. It was good to be 
byher and witness the heavenly serenity of her soul and the 
triumphant character of her faith. i 
{In the morning of wad on which she died, her physe | 
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cian on being about to take his leave of her, to be abseni 
during the day, told her he thought she was failing, and ho- 
ped she was sensible of it. She replied, yes, and added that 
she felt no fears in view of death, and did not expect to live 
through the day. She remained tranquil and cheerful dur- 
ing the day, enjoying elevated views of divine subjects.— 
In the evening, it was apparent to her attendants, that there 
was a change, and that her symptoms were those of immedi- 
ate dissolution. On being informed of this, an heavenly 
cheerfulness beamed in her countenance, attended with a 
smile, when she said, ¢his is what I have wanted for a long 
time. She remained tranquil, and expressed a desire that 
her pastor should be sent for, and unite with her in prayer 
again! it happened that he was gone from home and did 
not attend. She continued to coaverse, after she perceived 
that her hands were cold, and after her eyesight failed, so 
that she remarked that she could not see. She now request- 
ed the family and neighbours to be called in, and individual- 
ly bid them farewell. When some of them wept, and ex- 
pressed the hope of meeting her in a better world! she ex- 
claimed, Oh I shall! don’t weep for me. She now asked 
for her physician, who had not returned, with a view to bid 
him farewell, and said, give my dying love to him: she 
then added, give my dying love to all my absent friends ; 
tell them not to complain or murmur. The Lord is now 
taking whatis his own. I am none of theirs; “I was only 
lent to them. Her happy spirit was now ready to depart, 
and it was thought she would not speak again; when she 
revived for a moment, and repeated the following lines: 


* Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are, 
While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.” 


To which she added, come Lord Jesus, come quickly and 
receive me. And then with faultering voice exclaimed in 
transport, Oh I see him with arms extended to receive me ; 
Oh! a crown of glory is for me. She now fell asleep, 
without a groan and without a change of countenance.— 
‘ Hey spirit was gone, but her mortal body remained, dis- 
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playing in her countenance the placidity and serenity of 
one who was taking rest in sleep. ‘Thus was her latter end 
peace, and we trust her eternity is blessed. Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. 
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THE RAINBOW. 


| Morner. Come hither, my dear children, and see a fine 
| sight; loek yonder at that beautiful arch in the sky. 

Boy. Oh yes ! it is beautiful indeed ; I never saw such 
fine colours—red, yellow, green, blue. They are much 
brighter than the fine silks that hang in shop windows ! 

Girt. And that dark cloud makes them look brighter 
still. See, where a little bit of the sky is clear, the rainbow 
does not look half so beautiful. Indeed I think it alk seems 
to be fading. See it goes—goes fainter and fainter. What 
a little while it lasts! you can scarcely see it all now. Mo- 
ther, why is it called a rainbow ? ard what makes it come ? 

Mo. It is called a rainbow, because it is a bow formed 
by the sun shining upon the drops of falling rain. You f 
know the day has been very stormy, and a dark heavy f 
cloud hung over filled with rain, when the sun suddenly "i 
burst forth, and painted on it this beautiful bow. 

Boy. What, then, it never comes unless the sun shines 
in rainy weather P 

Mo. No, my dear. Now I will tell you something that 
the rainbow is expressly designed to teach us. Reach me 
the Bible. Can you tell me who was Noah ? 

Girt. ‘ The good man who was saved when the world 
was drowned.’ 

Mo. Why was the world drowned ? 

Boy. Because the people were so very wicked. 

Mo. And how was Noah saved ? 

Boy. ‘In ap ark or great vessel of wood, which God 
taught him to build.’ 

Mo. Was he alone in the ark ? 

Boy. No; his wife was with him, and his three sons 
and their wives, and a few living creatures of every kind. 
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Mo. Do you remember how long the rain lasted which 
caused the flood ? 

Boy No, not exactly; but I know it was a great many 
weeks and months. 

Mo. When the rain had centinued forty days without 
ceasing, the ark was borne up upon the waters ; and still 
the rains and the flood continued to increase up to one hun- 
dred and fifty days, or about five months. By this time the 
waters rose about eight yards above the top of the highest 
mountains ; and every living creature upon earth must long 
have perished. What a dreadful scene of desolation ! 
Without rain the earth would be hard dry, and barren. It 
could not nourish and ripen the corn and fruits. But how 
soon may the most needful blessing be turned into a curse, 
when God sends it in anger! But God who had wonder- 
fully preserved Noah and his family from destruction, re- 
membered them in mercy, and caused a strong wind to 
drive away the clouds and dry the earth. How glad Noah 
must have been when he first felt the ark resting upon the 
mountain of Ararat. How delighted again, when having 
sent out a dove, it returned with an olive leaf plucked off ; 
and yet more when he removed the covering of the ark, and 
saw that the waters were dried up from the face of the 
earth. After several days of rain, we know how pleasant it 
is to behold the cheerful shining of the sun; and how we 
long to get abroad to see the lively green meadows, and 
smell the opening flowers. Yet our pleasure can be no- 
thing compared with that of Noah and his family, when, 
after their long and dreary confinement, they once more be- 
held the clear blue sky, and the pleasant green of the her- 
bage. At length, after having been more than a year shut 
up in the ark, at God’s command they all came forth in 
health and safety. And now what do you suppose their 
first action should be ? 

Girt. Toreturnthanks to God for taking care of them. 

Mo. Yes; we are told that Noah builded an altar unto 
the Lord, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. These 
burnt offerings were intended to represent or shew forth the 
Saviour whom God had promised ; and Noah, in offering 
them, declared his faith in that Saviour, and ascribed his 
preservation to the mercy of God through him. “ And the 
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Lord smelled a sweet savour ;” that is, he was pleased 
with Noah’s offering. The offering of humble faith is al- 
ways pleasing to him. And God promised Noah that he 
would no more destroy the world by a flood because of the 
wickedness of man 3; but that as long as the earth should 
endure, seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, and sum- 
mer and winter, and day and night, should not cease. 
After witnessing such an awful desolation as had lately 
taken place, we may well imagine that Noah could 
scarcely see a cloud gathering on the sky, without trem- 
bling. Perhaps some cloud just now appeared, to which 
Noah cast an anxious eye. God is very gracious, not 
only in giving to. his people exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises, but in giving them just at the time of need. 
The discouragement and anxiety of Noah’s mind could not 
escape the all-seeing eye of God. He caused the sun to 
burst forth and paint on the gathering cloud the lively co- 
lours of the bow. And God said, “ This is the tokea of the 
covenant which I make between me and you, and every 
living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations ; 
I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be fora token of a 
covenant between me and the earth. And it shall come to 
pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow 
shall be seen in the cloud. And I will remember my ceve- 
nant which is between me and you, and every living crea- 
ture of all flesh ; and the waters shall no more become a 
flood to destroy all flesh. And the bow shall be in the 
cloud ; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the 
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature 
of all flesh that is upon the earth,” Gen. viii. 12—-16. 
Thus you see, my dear children, that God having made a 
gracious promise, set his bow in the cloud as a token or 
pledge of its being fulfilled. 


Boy. Then Mother, was the rainbow never seen before 
the flood ? 
Mo. That we do not exactly know. Perhaps it did 


appear when natural causes concurred to produce it: but 
it was never before made a seal or pledge of any particular 
engagement. You know, that in the ordinance of the 
Lord’s supper, bread and wine are used in commemoration 
of the death of Christ. Not that bread and wine are any 
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thing particular in‘themselves ; but God has been pleased 
to appo:nt them for that particular purpose, and therefore, 
when rightly used, they prove the means of fixing and estab- 
lishing, our faith on that great object which they were de- 
signed to represent. So it is, because God has told us that 
the bow is set in the cloud as the token of his gracious pro- 
mise, that we are to look upon it as such, and take encour- 
agement. Now mind, it is above four thousand years since 
God made this promise, and it has nevef* yet been forfeited. 
Not one year has passed in which summer and winter, 
seed-time and harvest, have failed. However threatening 
the appearance of the weather, every time we see the rain- 
bow on the cloud, we may look upon it, and gather assu- 
rance that it never will fail. 

Boy. But, mother, why does it say that God will look 
upon it and remember his covenant ? Can God forget to 
perform his promise ? 

Mo. No, my dear. The Divine Being can -neither be 
forgetful nor unfaithful. But this expression is used after 
the manner of men, and in condescension to our weakness 
and infirmity. When a covenant or agreement is made 
between men, it is usual for them to fix a seal to it, or give 
something as an earnest or pledge of its being fulfilled. 
Now though the blessed God needs no such remembrancer to 
engage his faithfulness, man needs it to encourage his faith. 
Whenever afterwards Noah beheld the bow in the cloud, he 
must have felt very grateful for the divine condescension, 
and encouraged in trusting the divine faithfulness ; and so 
should we also. And not only may we be assured that the 
seasons and changes of weather shall come in their due suc- 
cession, to the end of time, but also that every word that God 
has spoken shall surely come to pass. Now mind, my dear 
children, God has said that “the wages of sin is death 3” 
“the soul that sinneth it shall die.” He has lift up his 
hand to heaven, and said, “ I live for ever —If 1 whet my 
glittering sword, and mine hand take hold on judgment, I 
will render vengeance to mine enemies, and reward them 
that hate me.” Now this is very awful; but not more aw- 
ful than true. Wicked people may go on in their sins, and 
flatter themselves that they shall do very well at last 5 but 
they shall surely find, that though heaven and earth pass 

















Dying hour of Elizabeth. 419 


aAWay, not one jot nor tittle of God’s word shall pass away, 
till all be fulfilled. God has also promised mercy to those 
who humbly seek it for Christ’s sake : (read Heb. viii. 10, 
12.) For this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord, I will put 
my laws into their mind and write them in their hearts ; 
and I will be unto them a God, and they shall be unto mea 
people ;. for I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and 
their sins and their iniquities will remember no more 2” 
(also Heb. vi. 16—18.) “ For men verily swear by the 
greater, and an oath for confirmation is to them the end of 
all strife. Wherein God willing more abundantly to shew 
unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, 
confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things in 
which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a 
strong consolation who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon 
the hope set before us:” and Isa. liv. S—10. “ With ever- 
lasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord, 
thy Redeember. For this is as the waters of Noah unto me, 
for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more 
go over the earth, so have I sworn that I will not be wroth 
with thee nor rebuke thee ; for the mountains shall depart, 
and the hills be removed, but my kindness shall not depart 
from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be remo- 
ved, saith the Lord, who hath mercy on thee.” May each 
of us, my dear chi.dren, have an interest in that gracious 
covenant, and may it be all our salvation and all our 


desire. —S. S. M. 


DYING HOUR OF ELIZABETH. 


ELIZA M 





Ir is one of the peculiar glories of Christianity, that it is 
suited to all the widely varied states of this transitory world. 
It cheers the cottage; and the possessor of a palace can 
find no true happiness without its consolatians. It teaches 
the babe to lisp a dear Redeemer’s praise ; and supports the 
hoary head that bows beneath the weight of years. It 
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makes the most unlettered wise; and compared with the 
true knowledge it imparts, the wisdom of the wisest is but 
folly. Where an acquaiutance with religion has been en- jj 
joyed, the rich and the poor, the aged and the young, the f 
man of science and the unlearned peasant, have alike found | 
in it their chief wisdom, comfort, joy, and hope. It smooths 
the path of life; brightens the vale of death ; and gilds with 
unfading glory the scenes of eternity. The pleasing influ- 
ence of religion on the minds of the youngest votaries, has 
been displayed in the account of Eliza Cunningham; in 
the following short narrative, another instance, equally plea- 
sing, is presented to view. 

The young lady whose peaceful departure into eternity is 
here narrated, was placed in that rank of life, in which an 
opportunity is possessed for following the gaieties of the 
world. 

“ Before it pleased God to engage her attention to the 
great concerns of a future state, she was in some danger oi 
being too. much captivated with the fascinating splendour of 
gay and polite life. The death of a relation was the means, 
in the hand of the Almighty, of leading her to see, in a just 
light, the vanity ofthe world. This event produced such 
sensations and reflections in her mind, as had the most salu- 
tary tendency. She began to be apprehensive, from the pre- 
carious state of her health, that she had no reason -to expect 
a long continuance here. Death, at that time, appeared to 
her with a most dreadful aspeet, because she knew herself 
to be a sinner, and not in a state of reconciliation and friend- 
ship with God. 

“The pardon of sin, the sanctification of her nature, and 
a disposition suited to the heavenly world, she was fully 
convinced, were necessary to future happiness. For many 
childish and youthful follies she stood self-condemned, and 
though she did not make known her inward disquietudes to 
any one, she had, for some time, sore conflicts in her own 
breast. She sought relief from God only, pouring out her 
requests before his throne for that mercy, which is never de- 
nied to those who sincerely ask it in the name of Jesus.— 
He who hath said, ‘ I love thera that love me, and those that 
seek me early shall find me,’ was pleased to manifest himself 
to her, in so gracious a manner, as at once to remove her 
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disquieting fears, and to establish her mind in hope and tran- 
quility. She was enabled to say, in humble confidence, ‘J 
am weak indeed, but Christ is strong; [I am poor, but he is 
rich; I am sick, but he is the physician; I am a sinner, but 
he is the Sapient of sinners. I find in him every thing an- 
swerable to my needs.’ His atoning sacrifice gave relief to 
her wounded conscience, and joy to her desponding heart. 
Renouncing all confidence in the flesh, she from this period, 
looked for all her salvation from the Redeemer’s cross. 

‘‘ When the disorder of which she died began to prevail, 
she earnestly requested Mr. Fawcett, a neighbouring minis- 
ter, to visit her as often as his other concerns would permit. 
Ile soon found her intelligent and conversable upon Divine 
subjects, far beyond what he expected. Her conceptions of 
the way of salvation were clear, her faith in the Redeemer 
steady, and her hope lively. Flattering expectations were 
sometimes raised respecting her recovery. ‘The ablest phy- 
sicians attended her, and every method was adopted)in or- 
der to restore her debilitated frame; ‘but though she was of- 
ten relieved, and the threatening symptoms, checked fer a 
season, yet, to the great distress of her affectionate pareuts, 
she visibly declined in strength, and wasted away by slow 
degrees. 

‘“ When a minister is called to visit the afflicted, he often 
finds himself under great embarrassment. ‘To converse with 
them concerning death and the necessity of being prepared 
for that awful event, is thought harsh and severe. He that 
would deal faithfully with them, and admonish them of their 
danger, need not expect to’be often invited. But this was 
far, very far, from being ‘the case with our young friend.— 
She knew herself to be in dying circumstances, and had ne 
wish to be told that there was hope of recovery. Though 
her expectations of a temporal kind were considerab‘e, she 
freely relinquished them all, and became not only indiflerent 
to all earthly things, but actually dead to them. She might 
well say, 


‘’Tis finish'd now, the great deciding part, 
The world’s subdu’d, and heaven has all my heart.’ 


“ When she saw her affectionate mother weepiny by ? 
Vor. VI. $6 
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Dying Hour of Elizabeth. 


she always endeavoured to comfort her by such words as 
these,‘ Mamma, do not weep for me, I am quite happy: I 
have no wish to live; if I might have life by wishing for it, 
1 should rather choose to die and goto my Redeemer.’ Such 
entire victory over the world, in one of her years, and cir- 
cumstanced as she was, is very uncommon, and can only be 
the effect of that faith which overcometh the world, as it is 
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen. 

“When select portions of the Divine Word were read to 
her, she listened with the most ardent attention, and often 
signified how comforting and supporting it was to her mind. 
Though her weakness “and pain increased from week to 
to week, she never seemed to be weary of religious exercis- 
es. Her request, when Mr. Fawcett left her, generally was, 
‘Come again soon,’ or, * When will you favour me with an- 


other visit?” When prevented by other engagements from 


attending ner at the time she expected him, he sometinies 
iransinittedto, her a few hasty lines, which he knew to be 
expressive of the sentiments of her mind. These she pre- 


sently committed to. memory and adopted as her own. 

“"Phough she was much endeared to her friends, yet they 
could not but desire to see the time of herrelease. Her suf- 
ferings were great, and long-continued ; but she was a pat- 
tern of sweet resignation, of dignified patience, of noble ferti- 
tude, and of entire deadness to every thing below. Her 
heart and lier hopes were above. Death was not to her. the 
object of dread, but of desire. “She settled every little cir- 
cumstance of a temporal nature, imthe prospect of her end, 
with the utmost composure, and talked of dying as of going 
some pleasant journey. ‘ What, my dear Miss,’ said one of 
her attendants, ‘are you not afraid of the pains of death ?’ 
She assured her that she felt no terror in that respect, for her 
merciful Saviour was able to support her. She often said, 
under her sharpest pains, ‘I am very happy, I would not 
change situations with any one living. ‘The little stock of 
money she had in her possession, she divided into small 
sums, and sent them to the most needy and deserving objects 
she could remember.” 

The following is Mr. Fawcett’s account of his last visit to 
her. 














The Fruiis Gathered. 










































ie «My last visit to her was on Sunday evening, Sept. 2 

es I found her extremely ill, but supported amidst her agonies 
“4, by a lively hope of celestial felicity, and fall of heavenly 
a comfort. A deadly coldness had already begun to seize her 
a emaciated hand. — i told her, her warfare was nearly accom- 
plished; she replied with the sweetest composure, ‘ I hope it 
: is.’ She wished me once more to assist her devotions, and 


particalarly to pray for her release ; I endeavoured to do so 
in a few short petitions, commending her soul to the hands of 
her Redeemer, whom having not seen she loved; in which 
she appeared to join in the most fervent manner. After 
having suggested a few consolatory hints, with a view to con- 
firm her faith in the last conflict, [ took my leave, not ex- 
pecting to see her again till we should meet in the world of 
spirits. Her cough was incessantly troublesome; her pain 
in every part very great, and her weakness not to be des- 
eribed. 

*‘ Soon after I left her, she desired to be moved, and foel- a | 
ing the springs of life begin to fail, she said tosher attendants, mm 
“¢ It is now over,” or words to that purpgsé!+ She appeared ‘ 
to be perfectly sensible, calm, and coniposed to the last, of- 
ten saying, as long as she could be .heard to speak, ‘ Come, 
Lord Jesus!” At half past nine, she breathed out her hap- 
py spirit into the bosom of him who had long marked her for 
his own. 


“She in a sacred calm resign’d her breath, 
And as her eyelids clos’@, she smil’d in death.’ 


“* At the early age of fifteen, she thus joyfully entered that 
rest which remains for the people of God.” 


— -_--_. 


THE FRUITS GATHERED. 


Now the truits of the earth are gathered in, and, according 
to their value and usefulness, laid up in store. The farmer 
ha. deposited the various kinds of grain in barns, and ricks, 
and granaries. The gardener too; he has long gone 

hrough his grounds, and watched the progress of his fruits. 



















































The Pruits Guthered. 


Now they are ripened and gathered in, he judges of them, 
and disposes of the trees accordingly. Some he finds sour 
and worthless ; and he determines, at the proper season, to 
alter the juice of the tree, by grafting on them a better kind: 
others more valuable and excellent, and he spares no pains 
for the advantage of the tree that produced them; he re- 
moves whatever would deprive it of the influenee of sun and 
air; he shelters it from the keen blast; he digs round its 
roots, and enriches the earth with manure ; Ire prunes those 
branches whose too luxuriant growth would weaken the root ; 
and he trains others so as best to promote the beauty and 
fruitfulness of the tree. With a very peculiar delight he gath- 
ers the first produce of some young tree which grew from a 
seed of his own planting, or from a stock of his own graft- 
ing: it seems to have a particular excellence of flavour, and 
kold out a promise of particular fruitfulness.—Those who 


eeultiyate the study of the Holy Scriptures, and love to trace, 
in the common productions of nature and occurrences of life, 


their Father’s hand, their Saviour’s name, find here a lively 
emblem of the gracious Redeemer’s conduct towards his 
people. ‘They are reminded of such passages as these :— 
“They that be plantedin the house of the Lord, shall flour- 
ish in the courts of my God; they shall bring forth fruit,” 
Ps. xcil. 18, 14. “ My soukhath desired the first ripe fruit,” 
Micah vii. 1. “J am the trd@ Vine; my Father is the hus- 
bandman: every branchin me that beareth not fruit, he ta- 
keth it away ; and every branch that beareth fruit, he pur- 
geth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. [Herein is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit,’ John xv. 1, 2, 8. 
But fruits of another kind have ripened. ‘The earth hath 
brought forth thorns and thistles, injurious tares and poison- 
ous weeds, and many hands have been employed to root 
them up, gather them together, and place them in heaps to 
burn them, that their roots may not sack up the richness of 
the earth, or their seeds scatter around, and injure the use- 
ful produce of another year. And we are reminded of that 
awful day, when the angels shall be sent forth to sever the 
wicked from among the just, as tares from among the wheat, 
ard bind them in bundles to burn them ; or that day, equal- 
ly awful to the individual, when it shall be said of the bar- 
ren professor of religion, as of a worthless, fruitless tree, “Cut 
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Lying. 


“jtelown why cumbercth it the ground ?? Luke xiii. 7. * For 


every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, shall be hewn 
down and east into the fire,”? Matt. vii. 19. 

Mournydear children, that through the corruption of your 
nature, you have been so barren of good, and so early prone 
to bring forth evil fruits; and earnestly beg of God to 
change your hearts by the influences of his Holy Spirit, that 
you may henceforth produce abundantly the fruits of right- 
eousness, which by Christ Jesus, unto the praise and glory 
of God. 


LYING. 


It was but the other night (says a pious gentleman) that I 
wandered across the bleak and barren mountain, at the foot 
of which stands the little cottage in which I was born. I 
walked up to it, went in, and told the inmates the cause,of 


my being there. I was received most kindly. Seven sweet) 
children sat round the table ; yet sadness seemed to pervade | 


the whole circle. On asking the cause,-I found from the 
mother, that one of the children had been telling a lie. A 
little girl was instantly covered with blushes, and a tear 
started from her eye. ‘Robert, (said the father) bring the 
Bible, and shew yeur sister who it is against whom she has 
sinned.” The little boy, younger than herself, read the 
ninth commandment, and the eleven first verses of the fifth 
chapter of Acts. This being done, they each brought a 
proof from Scripture of the sin and danger of lying. The 
father then, with much affection, shewed them that this sin 
was as hateful to God now, as it was when he struck Anani- 
as and Sapphira dead ; and that it was of the Lord’s mercy 
we were not consumed. He then sang the fifty-first Psalm, 
read a portion of the Bible, making useful remarks as he 
went along; and then prayed with his children most de- 


, voutly. On rising from prayer, the guilty child wept bitter- 


ly. She went up to her father with pensive looks, begged 
him to forgive her ; and then she withdrew that she might 
pray alone to God for his forgiveness. I was of course high- 
ly pleased. IJ returned home under a deep feeling of the 
dreadful sin of lying; and — not help wishing, that all 
3 
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ts f 426 Anecdote. 


parents would correct their children in the same way, when 
s guilty of the same offence. 
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ANECDOTE. 








A little boy, about four years old, was taken by his aunt 
to the house of God. When they got home, he said to her, 
“ What a pretty text it was to day, aunt; ‘if ye shall ask 
any thing in my name, [ will do it.”” (John xiv. 14.) “ Yes, 
my dear,” said his aunt, “it was a very pretty text:— 
“ What did you ask for, aunt?” continued the little boy. 
“ Tell me first, my dear, what you asked for,”said his 
aunt. “Indeed, aunt,” he replied, “I did not know what 
to ask for; I wanted so many things; so I said, “ Thy will 
be done.” 
eet he will of God concerning this good little boy was soon 
fmade known; for though he was quite well on the Sunday, 
of when this passed, yet in the course of the samé week he was 
_ taken ill, and died. Thus he who wished so much, that 
__ God’s will should be done, was taken to be with God for 
ever, in that “heaven ofjjoy and love,” where “holy chil- 
dren ” go to, when they leave this world of sin and danger. 

What a blessing it would be, for every little boy and girl 
to be like him! He minded what the minister said, and re- 
membered the text, though he was so young. He thought 
about it afterwards too; which is the way to profit by it.— 
He not only listened to the blessed words of Jesus, “ If ye 
shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it ;” but he belie- 
ved them; and then began to consider what he wanted, that 
he might ask it of Him, who had made such a gracious pro- 
mise. He knew that he had a great many wants; but above 
all, that he wanted wisdom to teach him what to ask for ; 
and how to ask: and, therefore, he left it to God, who is, as 
St. Paul says, “the only Wise God and our Saviour,” to 
give him what would be good for bim. It is at all times 
proper for us to pray, “ Thy will be done.” ‘The will of 
God is holy and wise and good. If it be done in our hearts, 
we shall be made holy, and wise, and good too, and like this 
little boy we shall go to Heaven at last. F. 
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POETRY. 
FOR THE GUAPDIAN. 


A MOURNING PIECE. 


[x the lone vale, no sound enlivens the ear, 

The heart swells with anguish, the eye drops a tear, 
Bedews the sad memory of joys that are fled, 
Besprinkles the urn of the mouldering dead. 


The kind voice of friendship islost in tiis shade, 
The charms of the eye seem forever to fade ; 
No music to lull the wild passions to sieep, 

E’en the zephyrs, becalin’d, a dead silence keep. 


But hark! from above a whisper is falling, 

Kind mercy is heard with melody calling, 

* Dispel the sad gloom that tortures thy breast, 
{ have come to console thee by Heaven’s:behest, 


The mantle of sorrow encircles thy brow, 
Thy harp all unstrung, is made'to lie low, 
Is earth a dark place ? Then Jook to the skies, 


And welcome the Saviour, who pities your cries. 


Tis true, thy lov’d friends are enshrouded in gloom, 

Yet a day shall ere long enlighten the tomb ; 

The trnmp of th’ archangel shall end their repose, 

And the night of the grave shall finally close.” 
ARVILLA. 


THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 


How quickly the seasons remove, 
As year after year passes by ! 

Come let us rejoice in his love, 

Who never can alter or die ; 
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Poetry. 3 


Here, here is inimoveable rock, 
And allis but shadow beside ; 
How sweet to seflect, that no shock, , 
His saints from his love shall divide? 


Ere Time and its changes had birth, | 
Or place for our dwelling was found ;-~ 
Before he created the earth, ~~ * 4" 
Or gave to the ocean its bound ;— 

That love which we sing and adore, 
Shone forth from its centke divine ; . 

‘And long after time is no more, | 

“* His love will eternally shine. 


_ Then let the years hastily pass, 
~:'They’li waft us the sooner above, 
From streams to the fountain of grace, 

The spring of unchangéable love ; 
That love, which when dying restor’d, 

' When lost brought us back to his fold, 

_ And which, as it shines in his word, - 

~~ "Tis here our delight to behold. 


But O;: aur seasons decline, 
me OD this point be deceived ; 
shlessedness inihe, 

§ Saviour believer! ? 

Lord,-answer thisiquestion for me ; 
And now, eré the year shail depart, 

let nie sarrender to Theé- 
' 7Bhe throne of a penitent heart! 
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LINES PLACED ON A CLOCK. — 


emer 


Here my master bids me stand, 
Andiwa?k the tine with faithful hand, 
What is-ttis will, is my dehghtp. ms 
"Po serve him well by day and night; 
Master be wise and learn of me, __ 

To serve thy God as I serve thee. 
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